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Cook, Saran named 
vice deans of law School 
T wo longtime staff 
m embers o f the Law 
Sd10ol have been 
promoted to the rank 
of vice clean . 
Marlene M. Cook 
has been named vice 
clean for resource 
management. She 
has served UB, in-
cluding its lmv 
school. fo r more d1an 
24 years as a financial 
o fficer. She m<mages 
and superv ises all 
budgetary activity fo r 
the school, as well as 
Marlene M. Cook oversees d1e use o f 
John Lord O'Brian 
H all, d1e law school's 
facility. ln addition. Cook administers all personnel 
matters, including d irect superv ision of 17 staff mem-
bers. 
Before joining d1e law school in 1988, she served 
as :.tssistant clean for UB's Faculty of Natural Sciences 
and M ad1ematics, w here she superv ised a budget o f 
more than $20 millio n , and as assistant clean for act-
clemjc affairs and financial managemem in the VB 
School of Managem ent, w here she oversaw the 
school's move from the South Campus to j acobs 
'VI::lnagement Center on the North Cam pus. She pre-
viously served as assistant to d1e vice president f(x fi-
nance and management in Bulhlo State College's 
Po licy and Planning O ffice. and as a counselor and 
admissions counselo r for students and p rospective 
students. 
Since 1979, Cook has served as an adjunct assis-
tam professor in d1e Departm ent of O rganizations 
and Human Resources in d1e School o r Manage-
men r. An active member of d1e university communi-
ty, she has served since 1979 on the Professional Stall 
Senate. and is a recipient o rd1e Chancello r's Award 
for Excellence in Prol'i~s.siona l Service, the highest 
award presented to a member of tl1e protessional 
staff in d1e SUN)' system. 
She received a bachelor's degree in education 
and a master's degree in higher-education adrninis-
tr<ition from Buffalo State CoUcge. and a doctoral de-
gree in educational administmtion from Lm. 
Melinda R. Saran 
has been named vice 
dean for student af-
fairs. She received her 
law degree from the 
UB Law School in 
1986, and has prac-
ticed extensively in 
special-education and 
cHsability la\v, areas in 
w l,jd1 she continues 
to provide consulta-
tion. Saran became an 
instructor in UB's Edu-
cation Law Clir,jc in 
1989 before becom-
ing associate directo r 
Melinda R. Saran '86 for c.l.iJ,jcal education, 
acting director of clini-
cal education, then as-
sociate clean for student setv ices. In addition, she 
teaches a course on disability law and a colloquium at 
d1eLaw School. 
She is a frequent lecturer on education and disabil-
ity la\v issues for anomeys, educators, individuals 
w id1 disabilities, parents of children w ith disabilities 
and p rofessionals. 
A longstanding member o f d1e Bar Association of 
Erie County and its Comn,jrree for d1e Disabled, Saran 
is imm ediate past president of d1e Western New York 
Chapter of' d1e Women's Bar Association of d1e State 
o r New York. 
H er extensive con1111ur,jty service revolves around 
issues o f' indi,·idual s w itl1 disabihties. Saran serves on 
d1e hoard of the 1iagara Frontier Center l-or Indepen-
dent Living. \Yhjch recognized herwid1 the Founder); 
Award in ·19% ancl as Member or d1e Year in 2002. 
She also is a member of tl1e Child and Family Suppo1t 
Council of d1e Mental Health Association of Erie 
County, ti'Om w hich she received the 2000 Volunteer 
Services Award. ln 2002, she received d1e Friend of 
Gateway-Longview award to r her behind-d1e-scenes 
assistance to Ult' agency staff in aclvocdting fo r tl1c ed-
UGt~on needs or the agency's children and f.Ul~J ies. 
Sar:111 h<:lds a bachelor's degree in psychology and 
a ~naster of public healct1 degree ri'Om u1e University 
o l Rochester. 
. "TI~ey arc both highly experienced ad.n~r,jsu~ILOI~. 
1 I eel fortunate to have ct1e111 hotJ1 on our adn linisti<I-
ti,:e.leam... ils Obcn. cll'an ort11c Law School. says 
ol C.ouk and S~tt:In. "They arc insU1Imenwlto ti1L' suc-
cess o l Lh~,.· L~1,, School. .. 
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Nils Olsen, dean 
of the lilw School, 
says of Cook 
and Saran, 
"IfeeljoJtunate to 
baue them both on 
011r administrative 
team. " 
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